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rage & From the President

Dear STFB Member—

The heat and dryness of the summer has descended upon
Middle Tennessee. In addition to mopping our collective
brow and seeking a shady spot, we are planning and look-
ing forward to our fall activities—the unveiling of the Op-
dyke marker, our lllumination tour of McGavock Confeder-
ate Cemetery, and our annual meeting. Representatives
of STFB have recently met with the Heritage Foundation to
reaffirm our mission of battlefield preservation in Franklin
and Williamson County.

Thanks go to you, the membership, for your interest in and
support for saving the Franklin battlefield. We need every-
one's help in raising the awareness of the politicians, de-
velopers, and the general public, both local and through-
out the land. We appreciate your concern.

Joe Smyth
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Upcoming Events

AuUGUST 10
MIDDLE TENNESSEE CIVIL WAR
ROUNDTABLE MEETS AT 7PM AT
THE BRENTWOOD CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE. FOR INFORMATION
CONTACT JOE COOK AT JCOOKJR@BELLSOUTH.
NET.

AUGUST 14
STFB BOARD MEETING, 6:30 PM AT THE WILLIAM-
SON COUNTY LIBRARY.

AUGUST 19-20
7TH TENNESSEE CAVALARY, CSA PROGRAMS AT
STONES RIVER NATIONAL BATTLEFIELD. CALL
615893-9501 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEPTEMBER 9 AND 20
ENCAMPMENT AND PROGRAMS AT FORTRESS
ROSECRANS IN MURFREESBORO. CALL 615893-
9501 FOR MORE INFORMATION.

SEPTEMBER 21
BATTLE OF NASHVILLE PRESERVATION SOCIETY
REGULAR MEMBERSHIP MEETING .
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A tragic tale of a child casualty
at the battle of Franklin

By David Fraley

The 96" Illinois Infantry Regiment must have collec-
tively thought itself lucky at the battle of Franklin, at
least early on. The regiment (and it’s parent brigade &
division) was far from the front lines of the battle.
Sometime during the afternoon on November 30, 1864,
as the units of the Federal 23" Corps were positioned
from the Harpeth River to the Columbia Pike, and the
Federal 4™ Corps was positioned from the Columbia
Pike all the way back around to the river near the Hills-
boro Pike, the 96" Illinois fell in as almost the last regi-
ment in the Federal line. As one of the men in the 96"
recalled, “...the regiment found itself crowded out of the
JSront line, and bivouacked on a little hill near the ceme-
tery close beside the river, and not far from the ford.
Here the men rested, most of them cooking, a few sleep-
ing, and others speculating as to what the coming hours
would bring.” Little could anyone have known at that
time what was to come.

It is often the duty of a soldier to place himself into
harm’s way, and perhaps become wounded or even
killed. And as sad as that may be, it is clearly even to
this day accepted as the necessary nature of warfare.
But recently a tale has come to light that is perhaps the
saddest of all regarding the battle of Franklin, Tennes-
see. It is told from a member of the 96" Illinois Infan-
try who apparently watched it unfold from a top a small
hill:

(Continued on page 5)
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San Diego Civil War Round Table makes
Donation to STFB for the Second Year

For the second time in as many years, the San Diego Civil War
Round Table has chosen the Franklin battlefield as its preserva-
tion project. According to the group's Preservation Chairperson,
Carla Schwartz, several fund-raising projects have held to raise
$600 for preservation efforts here in Franklin.

In receiving the check, STFB President Joe Smyth said, "It is always
heartening and encouraging to be reminded in this way that many
people from all over share the dream of one day having a battle-
field park at Franklin. We not only thank the San Diego CWRT for
the financial support, but we also thank them for the long-distance
pat-on-the-back. We are not alone in our efforts." No decision has
been made for the use of the gift as yet. It will be combined with
other funds in STFB preservation projects later this year according
to Smyth.
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Save The Franklin Battlefield Membership/Renewal/Order Form

9 a3vyg

Name(s)
Address
City State ZIP Phone E-Mail Address
Mail To: Save The Franklin Battlefield~P.O. Box 851~Franklin, TN 37065-0851
Phone Number: 615-500-6612
Membership is annual, donations are tax deductible.
Quantity Description Price Each Total
Annual Membership (Choose One)
2000 STFB Day by Day in Middle Tenn. Calendar $10.00
1999 STFB Day by Day Bicentennial Calendar $5.00
Special STFB Member Price
“Retreat from Pulaski to Nashville” Book Reprint $20.00
Special STFB Member Price until 12/31/99
1989 Commemorative Belt Buckle $10.00
1989 Commemorative Paperweight $10.00
1997 Self-Guided Driving Tour Map $3.00
Save The Franklin Battlefield Bumpersticker $1.50
Commemorative Postcard $5.00

Donation for Marker Fund

Order Sub-Total

Shipping/Handling
under $10 $0.75
$10-%2499 $2.95
$25andup  $4.50

-Individual $12.00

-Family $15.00

-Corporate $25.00
Order Total

www.franklin-stfb.org/saleitem.htm

Please note that the commemorative items listed above for sale can be viewed on the STFB website at:
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